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Emperor's dislike of the expensive included gorgeous
rooms. For this reason he never stayed at the Winter
Palace, but always occupied the unpretentious quarters of
Anichkov or Gatchina. There he took small rooms and
lived frugally. He tolerated the Court's luxury as an un-
avoidable formality, but he always longed for a different
mode of existence and created it for himself in his private
life.
The entire Imperial family respected and feared Alex-
ander III, who wielded the influence of a veritable patriarch.
He believed that the royal family must set a moral example
for the whole nation both in their private and social life. In
his time dissolute conduct by Russian Grand Dukes in
foreign countries, so common now, was very rare. Trans-
gressing members of the Imperial family were sure to incur
the Emperor's heavy displeasure. Remarriage was severely
frowned upon ia the case of anybody connected with the
Government.
Alexander III himself led an unimpeachable life and his
family was a splendid example of the old-fashioned, god-
fearing Russian type.   He was a stern father and while the
children did not fear him, they were uneasy and constrained
in his presence with the single exception of Mikhail, the
favourite son, who was not only unrestrained, but even in-
clined to take liberties, as the following amusing anecdote,
related to me by his ralet, will indicate.    Becoming im-
patient at the boy's impertinence and inattention during a
stroll in the gardens early one Summer morning, Alexander
III snatched up a watering hose and gave Mikhail a good
dousing.   Without further ado they went in to breakfast,
the youth changing his drenched clothing.    After tha? the
Emperor retired to work in his study and as usual indulged
in his habit of occasionally leaning out of the window, but
was met with an altogether unusual deluge from the upper
window, where Misha had stationed himself with a pailful